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Section 6: Heritage, Land and Sea (Proposals 14 – 17) 
Access the Heritage, Land and Sea survey here. 

Heritage, Land and Sea - Overview 
The Community Action Plan (2022) reflected the strong duty of stewardship felt by the 
community towards the beauty and richness of Morvern’s natural and built environment. 
Many of the natural habitats in Morvern are of national and even international significance 
and are a key asset for the community in attracting tourism. National Planning Framework 
4 policies 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 10 promotes a planning strategy that encourages nature 
recovery and restoration for Morvern.  

Live Life Morvern also laid out a goal of balancing social, economic and environmental 
goals to ensure sustainability for all interests. Achieving the right balance involves many 
actors, stakeholders and interests. 

Sustaining the beauty of the landscape and protecting natural ecosystems 

We want to steward the beauty of our landscape and its biodiversity by: 

 affirming and expanding the existing Local Landscape Area designations to the north-east and north-west of the peninsula to also cover the main strip 
of land along the coast between Drimin and Lochaline, and further south. 

 exploring a potential future reassessment of existing and potential on-land SSSI sites (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) relating mainly to hazelwood 
rainforest on the coast of the peninsula  (see chapter 5). 

 supporting the development of a network of biodiversity corridors, potentially linked to proposals for new active travel routes across the peninsula as 
detailed in proposal 6 and supported by NPF4 policy 3 ‘Biodiversity’ (see chapter 5). 

 affirming the value of the Sound of Mull and Duart Marine Protected Area (MPA) and also the biodiversity value of the intertidal zone along the coast 
(see Chapter 5)  

 developing and protecting accessible local nature reserves at Knock Park (proposal 2) and to the west of the village (proposal 13). 

 protecting the biodiversity present in the intertidal zone along our coasts and in the Sound of Mull and Sunart MPA (see Chapter 5) 

Protecting and enhancing our built heritage and public spaces:  

We want to maximise the potential of our built heritage and brownfield sites by: 

 submitting key heritage properties to be assessed for listed status by Historic Environment Scotland, while retaining those already listed.  

Links to Community Action Plan Aims 
In 2031 Morvern will be a place where  

 our rich heritage is cherished, protected and enhanced 
both as a good in itself but also as a key component of 
our tourism offer. 

 We want to promote Morvern’s wild places, protect its 
woodland and especially its remaining Atlantic rainforest 
and maximise the flourishing of native flora and fauna 

Links to Community Action Plan Objectives 
• Protecting and enhancing the heritage of Kiel church and 

grounds  
• Heritage conservation 
• Protecting the Atlantic rainforest 
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 encouraging existing vacant and brownfield land in Lochaline to come into productive use. 

 mapping and monitoring all sites of historic heritage interest on the peninsula (see the Appendices).  

 encouraging the creativity of local residents and groups to continue to shape our public spaces and protect our rich local history. 
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14 

   

 Proposed Local Landscape Area Existing Local Landscape Areas 

 

Proposal 
Local Landscape Area (Sound of Mull Coast from Auliston Point to Inninmore) 

Proposal type REG 

Vision  Local Landscape Areas (LLAs) already exist to the north-west and south-east of the peninsula. Designating this additional land as a 
LLA aims to: 

 help to protect a landscape from inappropriate development. 
 encourage positive landscape management. 
 develop an awareness of the landscape qualities that make particular areas distinctive. 
 promote a community’s sense of pride in its surroundings. 

Detail In planning terms, a LLA designation does not in and of itself prevent development or protect local biodiversity.  Any development in 
an LLA (housing or otherwise) must demonstrate that it doesn’t have a detrimental impact on the visual aesthetics of the wider 
landscape and key public views (for example in the siting, massing or materials used in the development).    
Policy 4 NPF4 - Natural Places defines the criteria against which a planning assessment is made that takes account of development 
in a LLA: 
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a) Development proposals which by virtue of type, location or scale will have an unacceptable impact on the natural 
environment, will not be supported. 
d) Development proposals that affect a site designated as a local nature conservation site or landscape area in the LDP will 
only be supported where: 
i. Development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the qualities for which it has been 
identified; or 
ii. Any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic 
benefits of at least local importance. 

Landowner Multiple landowners 

Status Concept  

LPP Steering 
Group Position 

We are keen to discover the feelings of the wider community regarding what they consider the implications (benefits and costs) of 
such a designation to protect the aesthetic qualities would be, and are mindful that one concern may be the impact of such a 
designation on the main viable location for development on the peninsula.  
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15 

 
 

Proposal 
Recognise and designate a Local Nature Reserve on site to west of Morvern Crescent 

Proposal type REG 

Vision for site A community nature reserve dedicated to protecting and supporting the flourishing of local species especially the Marsh Fritillary 
Butterfly 

Detail The proposal seeks to have this site designated as a local nature conservation site on the basis of the reported presence of Marsh 
Fritillary Butterfly. A professional conservation assessment may be required as evidence to support this proposal.  
It is envisaged that the area would be fenced to clearly demark the nature conserve, with the potential to add a designated path 
through the reserve for locals/visitors to enjoy and for experts to use to monitor. 

Site description Land to the west of Morvern Crescent 

Status Concept. Land is undeveloped but has previously been proposed in a recent housing briefing document developed by Savills on behalf 
of Ardtornish Estate as a potential future housing site. In more recent conversations Ardtornish Estate has indicated that it is 
committed to ensuring that this site in whole or in part is retained for its conservation value, in connection with the presence of Marsh 
Fritillary Butterfly. 
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Landowner Ardtornish 

Additional info The Marsh Fritillary is threatened, not only in the UK but across Europe, and is, therefore, the object of much conservation effort. The 
Marsh Fritillary was once widespread in Britain and Ireland but has declined severely over the twentieth century. It is now confined to 
the western side of Britain and Ireland. 

LPP Steering 
Group Position 

Support 
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16A 

Built heritage and archaeological sites recommended for Scheduling and Listing 

Proposal type REG 

Vision  To ensure that the archaeological and built heritage of Morvern is protected for future generations 
 

 Listed Building status is only given to above ground structures. Scheduling is the only legal protection available to 
archaeological sites. 

 More detail regarding each of these sites, including location co-ordinates can be found in an additional document entitled 
Archaeological Sites Worthy of Preservation. 

 The community would like already designated and future designated sites to have 
o Access 
o Signage and some explanation  
o A plan for maintenance  

Status Concept 

Sites worthy of Scheduling (in no particular order) 

1.  Hut Circle Most likely of Bronze Age date at Teanga nan Allt, Achleanan, Drimnin. Prehistoric site 

16 
Various sites across the whole peninsula, location co-ordinates can be found in the additional document entitled 
Archaeological Sites Worthy of Preservation. 
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2.  St Columba’s Stone 
An early medieval (6th – 11th century) cross-inscribed stone situated beside the track 
across Crois Bheinn between Mungosdail and Barr, Loch Teacuis. Medieval religious site 

3.  Arienas township A multi-phase settlement is situated at NM 6885 5140 on a peninsula projecting into the 
NE side of Loch Arienas. 

Pre-clearance township 

4.  Savary township A large settlement is situated, centred on NM 639 460, within Fiunary forest. Pre-clearance township 

5.  Camas Salach township A small but well - preserved settlement situated on the north shore of Morvern, within a 
nature reserve, formerly owned by SNH and now by the RSPB.   

Pre-clearance township 

6.  Alltachonaich township A small settlement, one of a series of cleared townships in Gleann Geal.   Pre-clearance township 

7.  
Srath Shuardail 
township A small settlement situated at the south end of the Allt Srath Shuardail,  Pre-clearance township 

8.  Beinn Iadain township A small settlement situated at the foot of Beinn Iadain,  Pre-clearance township 

9.  Oronsay township 
Amongst many houses and buildings scattered around Oronsay Island, one group of nine 
buildings on the central portion to the North of Druim Mor, may be considered as a 
separate township.  

Pre-clearance township 

10.  Sornagan township A settlement is situated on the steep slopes on the SW side of Loch na Droma Buidhe.   Pre-clearance township 

11.  Coire Bhorradail The remains of about 50 shieling huts are situated at the foot of Coire Bhorradail. Shieling settlements 

12.  Allt Buidhe 
A small group of shieling huts is situated by the Allt Buidhe Mor at the foot of the Fiddlers 
Burn gorge.  

Shieling settlements 

13.  Allt an Doire Dharaich 
Copper Mine 

Remains of a copper mine situated alongside the old track from Achranich and Loch 
Tearnait to Glensanda. 

18th C mine 

Sites worthy of Listing 

14.  Lochaline Old Pier 
The Old Pier at Lochaline (not to be confused with the West Pier or the present Calmac 
ferry pier) at the mouth of Loch Aline.   19th C pier 

Detail Pre-clearance townships  
 Pre-clearance townships worthy of scheduling listed above (3-10) are all well-preserved and are ranked in order 

of importance and preservation.  Four pre-clearance townships have so far been scheduled (Auliston, Port a 
Bhata, Inniemore and Uladail).  

 However, considering the impact of the clearances in Morvern (a population of 2,137 in 1831 reduced to a 
population of 320 today), several more are worthy of protection and may be considered for scheduling.   
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LPP Steering Group Position Support. We are grateful to Jenny Robertson for her work in laying out her professional knowledge of the archaeology 
of the area to provide suggestions for the potential Scheduling or Listing of key assets not already recognised for their 
value by Historic Environment Scotland. 
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16B Establish a local museum 

Proposal type DEV 

Vision for site Establish a museum for Morvern past and present. Reflecting the peninsula, its inhabitants, industries and the innovation of the 
community. 

Detail An innovative building reflecting Morvern, its environment and its people past and present. 
To showcase Morvern via  

 artifacts  
 introduction to what you can find on Morvern with some explanations (Why there, what was it used for…..) 
 live feeds from places such as MorVolt, Coalas  

Site description This should be located within the village of Lochaline. Ideas for location are: 
 Cmal land by harbour 
 Miners car park 
 Shoreline by mine trail 

 

Status Concept 

Landowner Ardtornish Estate 

Additional info  

Status Concept 

LPP Steering Group 
Position 

Support 
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Retention of Kiel church as a community asset   

16C Retention of Kiel Church as a community asset 

Proposal type Concept 

Vision for site Kiel Church and associated monuments are of importance locally as functioning assets and should be retained in community 
ownership should the Highlands and Islands Presbytery (formerly Lochaber Presbytery) of the Church of Scotland decide to sell 
the church.  

Detail Consideration could be given to setting up  Community Right to Buy proceedings to enable a community right of first refusal 
should the property be designated for market sale in the future. In any development of the adjacent Knock Park site, a water 
supply could be brought to Kiel Church and thereby facilitate use of this building by the church congregation and wider 
community. 

Site description  
 

Landowner Church of Scotland 

Status Concept 

LPP Steering Group 
Position 

Support 
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17 
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Proposal 
Bring brownfield and vacant land in Lochaline into meaningful use for the community 

Proposal type DEV  

Vision for 
proposal 

Several plots of land within the Lochaline settlement boundary have been identified as vacant or brownfield and the community are 
keen to improve the look of these town centre locations and maximise their value for community use. Options include provision of 
paths, seating and commissioning installations by local artists. This could be on a permanent or temporary basis. Planning consent 
may be required for some initiatives.  

Detail  Site A - Tidy up of scrub on steep incline  
 Site B - Convert into a garden area with bench to make the most of the view across the loch. Soldier Well, Miner Path also 

located here.  
 Site C - Develop management plan for hazelwood at centre of the village. Control height of growth, maintain path. Consider 

enabling views from bench within wood.  Site may be suitable for youth cabin (see proposal 18). 
 Site D - Woodland used to be maintained by FLS. Thin trees, add path to connect Tor Na Faire directly to the beach. Limit 

growth to maintain views. 
 Site E - There is already a good collection of wildflowers and orchids on this patch. Tidy up parking area and plant a natural 

screen around the parking area. Maintain the rest as wildflowers. There is an old petrol tank under this ground. 
 Site F - This land is already hardcore and would be ideal to place some picnic benches – again beautiful views and nicely 

sheltered (could be an option for placing a museum see proposal 14B). 

I 

J 
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 Site G - Some seating and maybe some smaller fruit trees or cherry trees to make the space look lovely beyond the daffodil 
season. The large tree down there could be a feature in the winter, if it is lit up. Note that some of this land could also be used 
to deliver proposal 5. 

 Site H - Mine Trail – secure maintenance and widen path to allow two people to walk side-by-side. Also, it would be good to 
place a bench down from the trail (could be an option for placing a museum see proposal 14B) 

 Site I - Beach by Lochaline Hotel. Tidy up the beach area, add additional sand as before and aim to improve access for locals 
while keeping it tidy. Add signage to encourage users to use the beach responsibly. Add rubbish bin at exit from beach to 
encourage users to deposit rubbish responsibly. Clear the track from the carpark to the beach. Designated parking for more 
convenient access. Make the area more attractive, monitor the need for more facilities as popularity grows. 

 Site J - Mine Carpark – tidy up, sort out landscaping and add seating area (could be an option for placing a museum see 
proposal 14B). 
 

Landowners This proposal would require permission from the following landowners and local community groups have begun this process.  
 A&B: Ardtornish 
 C: MCDC 
 D&E: Forestry and Land Scotland 
 F: Calmac 
 G: ownership uncertain, possibly in community ownership  
 Mine trail: ownership uncertain 

 

Status Concept  

LPP Steering 
Group Position 

We support all efforts to make Lochaline beautiful and welcoming and use local creativity to bring the area to life.  

 
  


