Section 5: Lochaline Community Forest (Proposal 13)
Access the Lochaline Community Forest survey here.
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Proposal . .
Lochaline Community Forest

Proposal type DEV

Vision for This proposal aims to create a community forest on land currently owned by Forestry and Land Scotland, which the local community
proposal would purchase and own. A feasibility study is currently underway.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HbCt0K2P5uQWLj-jeOdY3trxHxbUvBCmMKUvo_J_7-Q/viewform?edit_requested=true

The aim of this purchase would be to address the following community needs:

1) There are few maintained footpath networks within walking distance of Lochaline, and existing footpaths in forestry areas are
currently being lost in the next phase of clear felling.

2) Clear felling around the village is unsightly and many would prefer to see continuous cover broadleaf woodland

3) Crofting is a traditional part of Highland culture that allows people to create land-based business and/or supplement income
from other jobs supporting their lives here. There are many benefits only available to registered crofts. There are currently only
three registered crofts in Morvern although there are a few other successful small holdings. Many people already living locally
desire access to land for small scale land-based businesses.

4) Many people locally would like access to manage and maintain a forestry plot to harvest their own firewood as a way of being
economically more self-sufficient.

5) There is a need to maintain the existing school roll, at the same time there is a housing shortage. A number of local people
(including many young people from Morvern) have indicated they would prefer to design and build their own houses as a more
permanent solution to renting affordable homes in the village.

The Community Woodlands Association (CWA) is conducting a feasibility study on behalf of Morvern Community Woodlands to
explore whether purchasing this woodland could meet some or all of these needs and will be consulting further with the community.
Potential outcomes could include creating amenity woods with new path networks, a small number of woodland croft tenancies,
common woodlots, and “shared equity” housing plots. In initial consultations 30 people in Morvern expressed an interest in having a
woodland croft. The proposed site would not be suitable for more traditional agricultural crofts.

MCW recognises the importance for the community to retain ownership of any land purchased through public funds for “the
community” and that any land purchased in this way must not be transferred into individual ownership.

MCW also recognises the need to ensure any smallholding tenancies are productively managed and MCW will ensure the community
body owning the land retains the power to remove individuals from tenancies if the land is not managed.

MCW will ensure any housing is built on land that either remains in the ownership of the community or is sold to individuals privately
by a community body that has bought the land for this purpose without the use of public funds. MCW also recognises the need for any
properties built to remain as permanent residences in perpetuity. The feasibility study will explore mechanisms to achieve this if it is
possible.

The feasibility study will also provide detailed site surveys assessing water supply impacts and options for connecting mains water to
new and neighbouring accommodations. The goal is to assess the suitability of specific areas for croft creation, the economic viability
of the project, and the environmental and community benefits, while ensuring alignment with local needs and regulations. Further
community consultation will be undertaken as part of the feasibility study.


https://www.communitywoods.org/
https://www.communitywoods.org/
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Those interested in crofts, small holdings, or plots will be required to provide business plans demonstrating the financial viability of
their projects. Crofting tenancies will be available to those already living nearby who wish to start land-based businesses.

Proposed land uses for this site:

Crofting use

Common woodlots

Amenity woodland with new path networks

Shared equity housing plots

Licensed residential park for Tiny Houses

Small-scale renewable energy projects including solar with battery storage
Other community-owned developments for community benefit.
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Planned: feasibility studies in progress by the Community Woodlands Association funded by the Scottish Land Fund and the Highland
Council Community Regeneration Fund. This will involve further consultation.

As existing: Forestry Land Scotland

Support

MCW encourages and will support all land owners to consider putting forward sites for croft creation (particularly agricultural crofts)
and/or affordable housing plots for those who wish to build their own homes and live permanently in the area to contribute to the
community.

Woodland Crofts
e Crofting is a unique Scottish landholding system integral to Highland and Islands life and culture.
A croft is a tenured land unit governed by the Crofting Acts, recorded in the Crofting Commission Register.
Crofts provide affordable land access, promoting sustainability, entrepreneurship, and community growth.
Crofters must live nearby, manage the land productively, and can pursue other income sources.
Woodland crofts on former forestry sites must comply with UK Forestry standards, regulated by Forestry Commission Scotland
(FCS) through legal powers and incentives.
Common Woodlots
e Common woodlots allow locals to harvest sustainable wood fuel, managed by the community.
Housing Plots
e The proposal could also include shared equity housing plots with a rural housing burden, separate from crofts, for those who
want to build homes without managing land.
Tiny Homes
e Based on recent consultations a Tiny House/Park Home site could be hidden within the woodland if this is desired.
Renewables



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiny-house_movement
https://www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk/the-act-and-policy
https://www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk/

e The site has potential for renewable energy generation or battery storage, providing energy and income to support crofts and
woodland management and an investigation into this is part of the feasibility study.
Paths

e Layout and design of the site could also incorporate a multi-use path connecting Knock Park to Acheabeg.



